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To the Reader. 


QF Fare Chriſtian Reader underſtand. 
7 ing that this Sermon hath done 


FPPEL if it were publiſhed, with ſome Ap- 
pendix added, proving our Ceremonies to be ap- 
proved by the reaſons and teſtimonies of other 
learned , reverend and pious men, it would do 
much good to many more: TI have taken the pains 
to adde ſuch an Appendix : Wherein T might 
have alledged _—_ out of. many other worthy 
| —Anthours ( Archbiſh, Whitgifts books againſt 
Mr. Cartwright, D#. Bridges, M*. Richard 
Hooker, D*; Covel, Dr. Spark, D*. Gardiner, 
Dr. Powell, D*. Collins, M-. Francis Maſon, 
M-. Ambroſe Fiſher, and others: ) But becauſe 7 


ers, as either aye not able or willing to pur- 
| chaſe many coſtly books of this ſabjett, or not at 


F good to many, that either heard it, 
or read ſome notes of it; and that |. 


write ſpecially to ſuch younger and poorer mini-| 


leiſure to reade them; I have thought beſt to re- 
ferre ſuch Readers ( if they be not ſatisfied with | 
my ſhort Abſtract ) ſpecially to three of the lait| 
( who have read and weighed alh which the for- | 
mer cluthiurs have written, with the replies and” 


| anſwers ) to wit , our Reverend Biſhop Mortons | 
I 2 De-' 
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To the Reader. 


| Defence , printed anno- 1618. DF, Burges his 
anſwer to the replie of a nameleſſe Authour (who 
laboured to confute , or elude B, Mortons De- | 
fence ) printedanno 1631. aud Mr, John Sprint 
his Callander Anglicus, printed anno 1618. 
Theſe ( and, I hope , the leaſt, ſhorteſt, or loweſt 
prized of theſe) will ſatisfie any reaſonable Rea- 
der, if he turn in them to the larger handling of 
the points , by my allegations. Their reaſons are 
occaſionally diſperſed through their whole books: 

but I have here collefted and referred them to 
certain heads ( or chapters ) for the Readers better 
eaſe in finding them, and judgement in weighing 
them, often contratting their larger diſcourſes in- 
to fewer words, where they may be abbreviated; 

| and onely uſing their words at length where they 

"9 more neceſſary and urgent, then ſhortercould 

k 
Theſe few ſhort chapters ( T hope) will paſſe, 

and be read , where greater volumes will not. 

And this IT have done ſimply and plainly, with- 

out reſpet# of gaining any credit or applauſe of 
learning to my ſelf”, but onely of their love, and 
out of an earneſt deſire to draw then with a good 
' Conſcience , willingly and cheerfully to do that, 

which otherwiſe of neceſsitie they muſt do, 


| 


' Anſwering the objettions drawn from the old 
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profitable uſe. 
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CHAP. L 


Our Ceremonies are injoyned as Adjundts, zot 
Parts of Gods proper worſhip, and therefore 
alterable. Set forms of prayers are of Di. 
vine inſtitution, and alwayes uſed in 
Gods Church. 


is the conſtant dodtrine of all 


T 
Z2» Divines and Churches both An- 
>= Cicnt and Modern, that God 

G) hath ſufficiently comprehended 

GFIaAg 22 and peripicuoully delivered the 
whole ſubſtance of his own proper worſhip, 
and things neceſſary to mans falyation in the 
holy Scriptures ; and that theſe things muſt 
evermore be the ſame in all Churches, and 
unalterable. But the circumſtances and cere- 
monies of his publick worſhip ( as of place, 
time, ornaments, geſtures, &c. ) for the more 
reverent and devout performance thereof, he 
hath left to the wiſdome of every particular 
or nationall Church to make choice of, ſo 
thar all things be done according to that ge- 
nerall rule (the Canon of Canons ) delivered 
by S, Paul, r. Cor.14.40, 26, Let all things be 
done decently, orderly, and to edification. Theſe 


things the Lord left to the libertie of every 
Ghurch,! 


— 
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| Church, partly becauſe they are not of the 


jon, but adjuncts onely : and partly becauſe| 


{ubſtance of his worſhip, or of mens ſalvati- | 


one form thereof cannot fit every countrey 
or age, but muſt be varied and applied to ſe- 
verall nations and times, as ſhall be found 


|ceremonies or rites of the Church ordained 


moſt convenient. Thus teacheth Saint Hicrom 
| epiſt. 28, ad Lucinum, concluding thus, Vna- 

queque provincia abundet in ſus ſenſi. And thus 
Saint Ambroſe and Saint Auguſtine( who is 
accounted The month of the Fathers ) epiſt.$86, 
& 118, & 119. & alibi paſiim. Totum hoc ge- 
nus ( ſay they) hiberas wo obſervationes. And 
thus that old common ſaying, Diſſonantia je-| 


| Junii non tollit conſonantiam fidei. And thus | 


Zanchius ( the great reformed Schoolman )| 
tom 8. Loco 16. De traditionibus Eccleſiaſticis, 
pag.821, &c. And thus all other late Divines, | 
as will. appeare full enough in our chaprers | 
following. And thus our Church profeſſeth 
in our book of articles, Arno 1562. Artic. 
34. Every particular, or nationall Church, 
hath authoritie to ordain, change, and aboliſh 


onely by mans authority, ſo that all things be 
done to. edifying. And in the preface before 
the book of common Prayer confirmed by 
at of Parliament, touching ceremonies, we 
have theſe words, We think it convenient that 
every countrey ſhould uſe ſuch ceremonies as the 
ſhall think fit tothe ſetting forth of Gods honour 
and 


_—_ 


— 
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and glory, and to the reducing of the people ton 
moſt perfect and godly living, without errour or 
Ur es : and that they ſhould put away other 
things which they perceive to be moſt —_—_ 
in mens ordinances it often chanceth diverſly 
in divers countreys. And theſe words alſo, 
Theſe Ceremonics are retained for a diſcipline 
and order: which ( upon juſt cauſes ) may be al- 
tered and changed, and therefore are not to be 
eſteemed equall with Gods law. 

Sec here how vain and ignorant their doubt 
1s, that think our Ceremonies are impoſed as 
parts of Gods proper worſhip. | 


form of prayers ſhould be impoſed in the 
publick ſervice of God; I wiſh them to con-| 
{ider better, that God himſelf not onely al- 


uſed ſuch. Numb. 6. 23. 07 this wiſe ( ſaith 
the Lord ) ſhall ye bleſſe the children of Iſrael, 
ſaying,e+c.the three verſes following ſet down | 
the very words to be {aid:and Num. 10.35,36. | 
there is the ſet prayer which Moſes mult pro- | 
nounce when the Ark was to go forwards,and 
when it was to reſt. And Deur. 26. 3. the fet 
form of words to be ſaid at the offering of the 
firſt fruits: and verſ.5.and 13; And Pſalme 92. 
was made properly for the Sabbath day, and 
Pſalme 22.for every morning, and Pſalme 102 
for times of affliction. This appeareth by the 
titles of theſe Pſalmes. The like is 2. Chron. 
K 29430. | 


And whereas ſome miſlike that any ſet} 


lowed but impoſed ſuch, and his beſt ſervants | 


All the 
Pllmes are 
yers or 
"hs of 
God, in ſet 
forms, and 

words an- 
ſwering the 
length and. 
number of 
muſick notes. 
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25. 30. And we finde Rom. 1,7. 1. Cor. 1.3. 
2, Cor. 1.2. Galat.r.3. Epheſ. 1.2. Saint Paul 
uſed rhe ſame ſer form of words or prayers 
without variation. And our Saviour Chriſt 
himſelf ( Matth.26.39,42, 44. ) prayed three 
ſeverall times faying the ſame words : and 
Saint Mark hath the like, Mark 14. 39. Beſide 
the Lords prayer, which our Saviour himſelf 
preſcribed to his Apoſtles, Luke 1 1.2. Whey 
WE ſay, Our Father,ec. which prayer they 
ujed in the adminiſtration of our Lords fup- 
per, as Saint Hierom witnefleth, /76. 3. contra 
Pelagianos; and Grezor.lib. 7. epi. 63. And ir 
was uſed generally in all Litargies or publick 
prayers; as is manifeſt by S. Auguſtine, eprff. 
59. by Saint Hierom and Gregory in the pla- 
ces above cited, and Saint Ambroſe 1ib.5. de 
Sacy.cap.4.and Saint Cyrill Catech.5.myſt. 
If any objec, that prayers ſhould be varied 
according to the varietie of occaſions; let hitn 


_ | confider, that theſe formerly mentioned were 


ſo:& ſoarc ours,inour Common prayerbook. 
-Thereare generall prayers for generall, & par- 
ticular for particular occaſtons; as for rain. fair 
weather, in time of dearth, famine, warres, 
plagues, or fickneſſe: Baptiſmes, communions, 
marriages, Vilttations of the ſick, burials of the 
dead, &c. and thankſgivings varied upon va-/ 
"Tious occaſions, for theſe and the like caſes. | 
In all which, I cannot imagine what any god- 


ly fober-minded man.can finde to ſtumble ar. 


And, 


| Chap.2. — Concerning Ceremonies. 5 


And if any man think them too ſhort, let him 
remember that Chriſt condemned too much 
{peaking'(like the Heathens ) Matth. 6. 7, 8. 
adding this reaſon, For God knoweth our needs 
before we ask: and long prayers are as well 
notes of hypocrifte as of true Chriftianitie, 
Matth.23.14-. * 


CHAP. II. 


Our publick prayers and Ceremonies being made 
| Known to the famouſeſt forriin Divines, were 
approved by them all, 


He Ceremonies of our Church, and our 
A book of publick prayer were made known 
| to the moſt famous and beſt Divines of other 
reformed Churches then living, by books 
thereof tranſlatedinto the Latine tongue, and | | | 
- | by many letters, and much conference be- | 
rwixt them and our Divines; and by many of ; 
them much commended, by all approved to 
be lawfull, one onely excepted. Doctor Buy- 
ces having ſearched the writings of them all, 
concludeth that not any one can be produced | 
( except Wigandas alone ) that held our'Ce- 5 
remonies {imply unlawfull. Burges pag. 560, | 
561. Even MF. Cartwright himſelf (our En- 
eliſh ſtandard-bearer to Non-conformilts) af- E 
ter his long oppoſition and much writing, ac | 
| length complaineth that he was miſun- 
K 2 derſtood! | 


POD PP PR rs Ss 


———— 


"*; 


An Appendix Chap.2z 


derſtood and wronged, as if he held the un- 


| lawfulneſſe, whereas he held onely the incon. 


venience of our Ceremonies, //6. 3. pag. 241. 
And the ſame man having- written ſharply 
in his firſt book againſt the Surpleſle, yer up-- 
on;more mature conſideration became more 
moderate in his third book , and ( pag. 75.) 
called it 4 ſimple inconvenience, and a thing in 
its own nature indifferent, and that it ought to 
be worn, rather then-the miniſterie forſaken, | 
lib.3.pag.262. Hooker Eccl,polit. pag. 243. And 


| whartis ſaid, by him &others, of the Surpleſle | 
| ( which was moſt ſtuck at by many Engliſh) is 


to be underſtood much rather of thereſt of the 
Ceremonies, and ſo was intended by thoſe au- 
thours; to wit, that they are in their own nature | 
indifferent, and nat unlawfull, And this will ap- 
peare more fully.in the whole diſcourſe fol- 
lowing. Mean ſeaſon, heare the teſtimonie of 
Alexander Alefius (aworthy Scot, of great ac- 


| count and note: ) he much commends our | 


book of Common prayer, and the ordering 


| of our Church according thereunto, and cal- 


leth it Preclariſimum & divinum fattum, and 
ſaith, The wertue and piety of the Enghſh here- 
in would rejoyce many hearts, and help their en- 
deavours to do the like, and grieve the enemies 
of the truth for. the good ſucceſſe and progreſſe 
thereof: and he complaineth that any conten- 


tious mindes ſhould move any-to-miſlike it, | 
and (as if they onely were wiſe ) ſtirre up un- 
k neceflary 


—— 


a, 
/ 1 
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neceſſary queſtions and diſputations, neglect- | 
ing the knowledge of neceſlarythings. And | 
he addes, That the contention of brethren about 
this book, comes from the Devil, who F 2 one 
way , ſeeks auother way to do miſchief” to-the 
Church. And finally he ſaith, This book & pro- 
fitable of it ſelf, and the reading thereof will do 
good to many , and at this time it ſeemeth to-be 
offered unto us. from beaven, Proem. before his 
tranſlation of the Common prayer book, in 
{criprt. Anglican, Bucer, fol. 373, 375+ Sprint, 
124, 125. 
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Our Ceremonies are not to be condemned. but 
commended for their Significancy. 


(RE ſhould be fignificative off mo- 
rall vertues, ſo they be not counted'ope- | 
rative as Sacraments. ( ordained 'by: God') of 
ſpirituall graces conferred by them, as Biſhop 
Mortou well diſtinguiſheth , Defence cap. 3. 
ſet. 4. | 
Many of the Romiſh' Ceremonies are not 
onely fignificative,bur thought alſo to be ope- 
rative (as Exorciſmes,Holy.water, Croſſings, 
Spittle, Exſufflation, 8c. )-to drive away the 
Devil and to work ſupernaturall effects. Theſe 
we condemne; for none can ordain-ſuch'ope- | 
rative Ceremonies, but God onely that| 

By K. 3* = can ” 


| — 
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can give the ſupernaturall effets. For, 
Sacraments have a double fignification,one 

ad modum fignt, another ad. modus frgills, and 

therefore are: both fgi1ficart and: frgnart, by 


Exhibitive by Gods ordinance and promilc, 
performing alſo that which they fgnifie and 
ſeal: as Bellarmine alfo teacheth, lrbro 1.de ſa- 
cram. in genere, Cap. 11. h. 4« & $5. definit. 
And therefore no man or Angell can inſti- 
tute a Sacrament, but God onely : as Bcllar- 


| mine confeſſeth, De Matrixzonio lib, 1. cap."2. 
. Poiteriore modo : agreeing: herein with Me- 
| 1anitbon, Calvin, Chemnitics, by him there al- 


ledged. | | 
- .,Byt our Ceremonies fignifie onely morall 
dares, giving us occafion to think and medi- 


them. It, when I put on my miniſteriall or- 
naments, 1 am-prelently put in minde of my 
dutic,fince God by:the Church hath diſtin- 
guiſhed me from my flock, to be their mini- 


| ter, that is, to be their mouth unto God in 


offering to him their prayers, confeſſions, de- 
Precations , -and thankſgivings,, and to be 


| Sods Embaſſadour and mouth unto them, | 


ro ſhew them his will, to proclaim his gra- 
cious pardon for their finnes upon their faith 
and repentance,and this tirres me up to per- 
form thar great-office with the greatelt care, 
wiſdome, faithfulnefle and reverence that 1 


Can: 


rn 


canjoyning whereof they ar2 @perrtive and 


tate of them, bur neither ſeal nor exhibite 


he Ro ET 1 A 2 cr 


| Chap. 3. 


rm tt = Sree ec 


Concerning Ceremonies. 


can: Is there, any hurt in this? And if the 
people feeing me come in fuch ornaments in- 


| ro my place, do preſently confider, This man 


(though of ®*like infirmiries with us) yetis the 
meſſenger of the God of heaven, and by of. 
fice is more then-an ordinary man , Þ ſeparated 
from all worldly buſinefſe ro a more excel- 
lent work, to be Gods® Embaſſadour, ſent un- 
ro us *to open our eycs,to turn us from dark- 
neflc unto light, and from. the:-power:of Satan 


viour committed the miniſtetic of reconcilia- 
rion, © to reconcile us ſinfull creatures to God 
our glorious Creatour : Him we ought to 
heare.as fGod himſelf; and; reverence him, 
not ſd much for his perſonall vercucs or ſtate, 
{ as many do onely ) as for his great office, 


[ſpeakable good. If thus 
| and'ftirre up themſelves with'joy and reve- | 
rence to heare and obey.; can any man finde' 


which he now-comes to perform for our uwn- 


fault with this, or not rather much commend 
it? Surelyjris both oxdinargiiand commen- 
dable in'them to dothe like:\; when rhe Em: 
baſſadours of other great Princes come to de- 


proſperity, and. worldly happineſle, . 
ſuch Embafſadours be known by-cherr-di- 


why not Gods Meflengers by:theirse They, 


BD 


urto God, :&c. To him hath our Bleffed Sa- | -- 


people meditate, | 


claretheir gladſome meſſages of peace, amity, | 
- And if 


ſtin& robes :and ornaments; from orher men; | 


b Rom.1.r, 
Acts 13.2, 


©2,Cor.$.20, 
d Ads 26.18, 


©2,Cor.5.18, 


fruk. 16.46, 


* As 14. 15, 


Ig. x bee” 


by their glorious veſtures Met es mk 


VEeYE n - 
_ —_—_ (<a eihero tec eee wet nee hens ent BLEED 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


; 
; 
: 


| 


An eAppendisx Chap. 3. | 


yy — 


£ Bncer to B. 
Hooper, 
Scrip. Angli- 
can. fol. 682, 
707, 709- 
and to Alaſc, 


h Martyr loc. . 
| comefol.1085 


iZanch. de 
Redempt.cap. 


16,f01.445.2« 


Sprint pag- 
130.6 ſeqq. 


k Calv. Inſt it. 


[1b.4.0aÞ,10, 
g I 54 


Cons Claſſ.2. 


cap,4.P.198. 


| pomp, ſignifying and ſerting forth their kings 


| brayerie of the world; and above all with the 


the like may be ſaid reſpeQively of the reſt 


| nothing, nor are underſtood. 1 Peter Martyr 


filver, precious ſtones, pearls, and worldly 


—— — — 


magnificence : We by our grave black gowns, 
far from the bright-coloured garments and 


white linen Surpleſſe , reſembling the veſt- 
ments wherein the angels appeared in the Re- 
velation (the miniſters of the Goſpel being or- 
dinarily called angels, Rev. 2. and 3. ) fitly ft- 
gnifying cleannefle, innocencie, holineſle, and 
brightneſſe both of dodrine and life (as 8 Bu- 
cer, * Martyr, i Zanchius ſhew the Surpleſſe 
doth better ſignifie, then any woollen garment 
can do.) If thereby both miniſter and peo- 
ple be put in minde of ſuch duties and vertues, 
what inconvenience can come of this £ And 


of our Ceremonies : the Croſſe is fignitica- | 
tive of our: conſtancie; kneeling, humility ;} 
ſtanding, our readineſle to profeſſe and main- 
tain the dodtrine of faith, &c. | 
Our beſt Divines ſay, Our Ceremonies 
ought to be ſignificant : elſe they are no Ce- 
remonies, but like a day without light. * Cal- | 
vin inveighs againſt the Papiſts pomp of Ce- 
remonies. that like unto dumbe ſhews teach 


ſaith the like, inſtancing in their ' Prieſts; 
muttering the words of Conſecration in ſe- 
cret : which is alſo condemned with many 
other, by D*. Reynolds, Confer. pag.5 69, &c. 


and pag.574,575,576- B. Morton 


Chapt 3. Concernins Ceremonies, | IT "I 


B. Morton proves that the Church may or- | Biſh. Morton 
dain fignificant Ceremonies : as, 1. The anci- | 3-/*#.39 
ent Church did ordain ſtanding in Prayer | 
(and not kneeling) onall the Lords dayes, and 
on every day betwixt Eaſter and Whitſun- 
tide, in memorie and profeffion of Chriſts 
reſurreRion. 2, The feaſts of Eaſter and Whit- 
{untide, which feaſts have continued ( as Zan-' 
chius witneſſeth)ever fince the Apoſtles times, 
obſerved in all Churches of the world. 
Theſe were ſignificant rites, appropriate to 
actions of religious worſhip: which the Non- 
conformiſts do not denie. | | 
NH D. Burges inan{wer to thenameleſle reply - | Dr. Burges 
er, obſerves that the replyerpaſſethwith {i- | ***<r, pag- 
lence this'objeRion of theſe two feaſts, as not | cons 
knowing what to ſay: for, to condemne-the 
feaſts, were to condemne all the Churches of 
God, which have uſed and do uſe them to 
this day: and to yeeld them lawfull, is to con- 
| fefle that the Church of God may ordain-f1- | 
gnificant Ceremonies: for it is manifeſt, They | 
were ordained by men, and are ſignificant of 
Chriſts death and reſurrection, and memorials 
of the benefits thereof,and excite us to picrie, 
fairh, and hope, morally; though .not- opera- 
tively, as Sacraments do by divine inſtitution. 

Finally, They that condemne fignificant | nr, gurges 
Ceremonies, yet have 1triven_for litting at | ibid.4or. 
Communions, in token of reſt, and fitter to 
({ignitie our coheirſhip with Chriſt : Intheir 

'L * Admoni- 


. Un Appenaix Chap... 


nn 


Admonition and Treatiſe againſt kneeling,and 


minion Table as firter then an Altar, to figni- 
fie out ſpirituall feaſting. | 
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Not forbidden by the Scriptures of the old Teſtu-\ 


_ ment, by the judgement of the beſt Divines, 


ancient and moders. 


) 'Ut it is alledged, that the laws of the! 
old Teſtament for aboliſhing of all mo- 


mUuthents and reliques of Tdolatry, do binde 
us as tnuch as they did the Jews; namely that 
|precept 'of Deur. 7. 25. The 'graven tmazes of 
their (gods ſhall 'ye -burn with fire: thou ſhalt not 


Altare Damaſc. And they commend che Com- | 


| Hefire'the felver or gold 'thut is on them, nor take 


'#t to thee, leſt thou be ſnared therein, for it ts 
#n abominuation'to the Lord thy -God; and chap. 
r2.3. Te ſhall overthrow their altars, and break 
their pillars,and burn their groves with fire:and 
ye ſhall bew down'the gyaven imazes of their 
20ds, and deſtroy the 'names of them out of that 


place: and Ifai. 30. 22. Te ſhall defile the co- 
Vering-of 'thy graven imazes of ſilver, and the 
 ornaments'0f thy molten images of gold: thou ſhalt | 
caſt them away as a'menſtruous cloth, thou ſhalt | 
fay ' wmo it, Get thee hence. 

To' this ts anſwered, /1. That theſe things ; 


'preſeribed'by Moſes and the Propher, King | 


* 


Edward | 


— Mo FY —_ 


b 
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Edward and Queen Eliſabeth worthily per- | See Mr. Ma- 


| | formed, and left no idols nor their coverings yore A 

robe aboliſhed by their ſucceſſqurs. Our Sur- | pag.42,&c, 1 
pleſſes ( by ſome in that point condemned), | 
are noſuch things, but like che ancient oraa- OA] 
ments of the miniſters of the Gofpel in the | 
Primitive times, before idolatrie ſetled in the 
Church:and if ſome Surpleſfſes in the middle | < 
times were uſed as inftruments of idolatrie, | | 
they are vaniſhed, ours are new, and were ng- 
ver ſo uſed, 

2. That although not the coverings of 
idols, yet other particular things abuſed to 
| idolatrie may afterwards be lawtully uſed by | 
| Ohriſtians, as the creatures of God, ſo it be Pal. 24.r. 
| withour ſcandal. And therefore thoſe laws | ** 0194-4 | 
| do not ſo much binde us as they did the 
| Jews. This is $. Pauls dodrine concerning I 
| meats offered to*idols, 1. Cor. 10. 26. For 
| learned men obſerve, that there were uſually | 
| ſold in the markets theſethree: things; 1. The 
| heads of beaſts ſacrificed to idols. 2, Some 
| parts of the body belonging to -rhe prieſts, 
ſ being more then they needed to.cat. And 3. 
| | ſome pieces carried home by ſuch as returned 
| from the ſacrifices, which-they might: ſpare. 
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And of theſe, Saiar Paul faith, it was lawful 
for Chriſtians-to buy and eat, at home-or-at 
B feaſts, if they knew not that any man-Was | 
. | ſcandalized thereby. This particular may 
B ſerve for arule in other particular -things 
| | L 2 which! . | 
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Aug. epift, 
I 54+ 


Calvin-epiſt. 
23, 24. 

Ai . ibid. 
Joſh.6.19,24 


Judges 6. 2F _ 
a6, 


which have been polluted ( the pollution be- 
ing taken away or unknown, or no offeiice ta- | 
kea at it ) they may be ſafely uſed as the good 
creatures of God, Which Saint Auguſtine 

counted ſo plain that it needed no further ex-| 
plication : bur he gathers out of Deut. 7. 25. 
that the gold and filver, .or other riches of 
idols may not be taken to mens private uſes, 
leſt they ſeem to deſtroy the idols for cove- 
touſneſle, nor for piety: yet ſuch things may 


be converted to Gods ſervice, as wicked ido- 
latrous men may be converted to his ſervice; 
and as the water of fountains dedicated to | 
falſe gods may be uſed for baptiſie to the | 
true God;zas bells rung to the ſervice of idols, | 
and temples dedicated to them, may be rung | 
and uſcd to the true Gods ſervice, ( and ſo | 
have been uſed in the Primitive Church, and 
in later times in England, France, and all the 
Chriſtian world over, and may well be done 
without {cruple of Conſcience, ſaith Calvin ) 
And this S. Auguſtine confirmeth by Joſhua 
his preſerving the ſilver, 'gold, and veſſels 
of braſſe and iron, uſefull for Gods (ervicec, 
to: be kept in Gods treaſury, when all other 
rhings in the taking of Jericho were accurſed 
and deſtroyed; and by Gideons ſacrificing a 
bullock unto God, and burning it with the |. 
wood of the grove dedicated ro Baal, by Gods 
own appoin:ment. | 

Thus we have tne' judgement of the apo- 


ſtles * 
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{tles delivered by Saint Paul, and the judge- 
ment of the ancient fathers delivered by Saint 
-| Auguſtine, ofthis point. Now for the judge- 
ment of later Divines of reformed Churches, | 
we may well wonder, that the Non-confor- | 
miſts alledge Calvine, Martyr, Grynens,Wolfins, — 
Urſinus, Machabenus, Ray Simlerus, Zep-, * 
pers, our book of Homilies, Docour Falk, 
and others, for their opinion. Surely they 
miſtake them: for in plain places of their wri- 
tings, they ſay the plain contrary. 

Calvine (on Deur. ſerm. 32, pag. 310)faith, ' 
We make no conſcience now, of turning the tem- 
ples, which were Idol-houſes, unto the ſervice of 
God, which the Fews ought not to do. And (fſerm. | 
57. on Deurt. fol. 344) Th law, forbidding 
the handling of gold and filver, ſerved but for a 
time , for God trained up that people like little 
babies, And MF. Parker yeelds that Calvine is 

of a contrarie judgement to them. Parker on 
the Croſle, part 1. pag. 36. Peter Martyr ſaith —_— 
| that Princes and common-wealths may now «cp.rz. page. 
lawfully convert to publick uſe the gold, fil- 349: 
ver, &c. of idols; which the Jews might by 
| no means reſerve, becauſe it was forbidden to Z 
| the Jews. The ſame Martyr (epiſt. ad Hooper. _— pag. 
| pag.1087. ) ſaith, We muſt take heed, that we © 
| preſſe not the Church with too much ſervitude,as 
| to think we may uſe nothing that hath been Po- 
| piſh. The apcient fathers took the temples of idols, | See our 30 
| and converted them into-holy houſes of God: and | Canon. 


— 
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the revenues which the Gentiles had conſecrated 
to their gods, and to the Veſtal virgins , they 
turned 10 maintain the miniſtery: yea the wery 
verſes of Poets ſerving the nw þ , Idols, eome- 
dies, theaters, and to pacifie their gods, Eccleſi- 
aſticall writers ( the hely Fathers ) : #nd apply 
ſo farre as they finde them fit, good, and true,to 
Gods worſhip; diretted by Saint Paul, who diſ- 
dained not to cite Menander, _Aratus, Epiment- 
des their words or verſes. Furthermore , who 
knows not that wine was conſecrated 10 Bacchus, 
bread to Ceres, watery to Neptune, olives to Mi- 
nerva,letters to Mercury, ſongs to the Muſes or 
to Apollo, te idols, or Devils ? all which we 
doubt not to apply as well to ſacred as to civill 
#ſes. Thus Þ. Martyr. | 
Zanchiss alſo plainly denies theſe laws now 
to binde as then they did. Zanchede Redempr. 
lib. Tepag. 648. whichalſo may be ſhewed in 
the reſt of the Authours alledged, ſaith Dr. 


" a. 


| Burges, pag. 619. 
See Burges For other things abuſed, Shall we not bowe 
P3g-591 + the knee to'God ( as 2.Chron. 6.13. Ezra 9.5. 


Acts 20.36. )'/becauſe bowing was abuſed to 
Baal? 1. Kings 19.18.nor the body and head | 
to the ground(as Joſhua 7.6. 2.Chron.7.3.) 
| becauſe many did [o to idols? Tfai. 2. 8,9. 
| nor lift up our eyes in token of expecation 
| (as Pſalme 123. 1. Mark 6.41. John 11.4. 
| and 17. 1.) becauſe ſame did {o to idols? 


Ezekicl 18.6. nor ſtretch out.our hands:to | 
MS: __ God| 
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God in prayer ( as 2. Chron. 6. 13. Pſalme 
63.4+ 1- Tim.2. 8.) becauſe ſome dig. ſo = 
ſtrange gods 2 Plalme 44.20, 

The example of Hezckiahs aboliſhing the 
brazen ſerpent is alſo urged, for the aboliſh- 
ing of Ceremonies formerly abuſed. But I 
anſwer, The example of Hezekiah teacheth 
Princes to uſe their libertie , as he did his. 
The Church may be purged of things idola- 
trouſly uſed , two wayes : one by aboliſhing 
them; the other by taking away the abuſe 
onely. The firſt way he uſed,by raking utcerl 
away the brazenſerpent : the other he uſed, 
in ſparing Solomons chappels built for Aſh- 
toreth, Chemoſh, and Milcom, heathen gods, | 
(1,Kings 11.7. ) forthey Rood ſti}l.till Jofiahs | 
time,(2.King.23.13.) yet God gave Hezekiah l 
this teſtimonie,(2.Kings 18.6.) Hezekiah clave | 
to the Lord, and departed not from following him, 
but kept his commandments, which the Lord com- 
manded Moſes, But howſoever many excel- 
lent Divines exhort Princes to imitate the 
zeal of 'Hezekiah and Joſiah : yet they ſay] « 
not-that private Chriſtians may dojo without! 
authoritie. 


CHAP. 
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Suarex in 
Thom. tom}. 
q.65.ſef.2. 
Burges 583, 
584. 


Burges gbid. | 
443 


CHAP. V. 


CAS our Ceremonies are impoſed by our Prin- 
ces, and uſed by us, they differ much from 
the Papiſts. | 


Here is great difference betwixt the 

Papiſts Ceremonies and ours , even in 
things of the ſame ſubſtance. Their Suarez 
ſhews us that Ceremonies are fo farre Cere- 
monies, as they are to be obſerved in the uſe 
of ſome ſacred action, of which they are not 
rhe ſubſtance. And after, Theſe Ceremonics 
differ among themſelves vel ritu, vel fine, in 
their #ſe or end: meaning, that where the rite 
or thing uſed, is the ſame in it ſelf, yet ina dit- 
ferent uſe, orto another end, it is not the ſame 
but another Ceremonie,. And thus, Bowing 
the knce in the maſſe-rime, is a different Ce- 
remonie from bowing to the altar, or to the 
crucifix, orto the hoſt, or tothe chalice : and 
ſo our Croſle upon Baptiſme,is adifferent Ce- 


| remonie from theirs applyed to other uſes. 


When bowing the knee was uſed in the ſer- 
vice of Baal, it was a Ceremonie of idolatry: 
but when it was uſed to God, it was no mo-! 
nument of idolatry. It is no monument which 
doth not moxere , nor is inſtituted or fixed to | 
that end. As a Tombe without an inſcription | 
is not a 2o7ument but a grave. The inſcripti- 
on applying it to the memory and mention 
of the party there intombed, makes it a m10- 
nument : | 
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nument: and applyed to anothers name there 
larelier buried, quite alters the nature of it, 
and makes it a new monument. So alſo, no 
metall is -2ozeta, money, but in reſpec of the | 
Governours ſtamp upon it: alter the ſtamp, 
and ſtamp the Spaniſh pieces with the Engliſh 
arms, and then it is not Spaniſh money, but 
Engliſh, though the metall and ſubſtance be 
ſtill the ſame. By the like reaſon, bowing to 
Baal is no monument of religious bowing to 
God; nor ( after that ) bowing to. God, any 
monument of the idolatrous uſe of bowing to 
Baal: likewiſe the uſe of the Crofle with 
us, is no monument of the Popiſh abuſe, no 
more then the Popiſh abuſe was a monument 
of the lawfull uſe of ir in the Primitive 
Church. Preſent intention and profeſſed uſe 
of an indifferent Ceremonie is all the impreſ- 
fion or inſcription that it hath: even as the 
Elements in the Lords Sacraments are onely 
ſacramentall in the ſacramentall uſe, and not 
before or after; as the water uſed in Ba- 
ptiſme, 

Dr. Burges in a digreſſion ( pag.475.09 ſeq.) 
ſhews great differences in the operative ver- 
rue, holineſle, neceſſitie, and worſhip of God | 
which Papilſts place in their Ceremonies be- 
ing wondrous many, from our few and plain, 
ordained onely for comelinelſe, order and 
edification. And pag. 285. Ours are meerly 
| ſugnificative, theirs beleeved alſo to be operative 
| M ( 45 
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| | Surplefle, the Croffe,and Kneeling'at the rc- 


( 45 exorciſmes, crofiungs, ſprinkling of holy-wa- 
ter , 091 , chriſme, exſufflation, ringing of hal- 
lowed bells and ſuch like, to drive away the De- 
vil )ours arbitrary, theirs held neceſſary: ours of 
zorall duties onely, theirs ſignifying and ſha- 
dowing out divine graces, procuring, aud me- 
riting them at Gods hand. Our ſmall threeds 
| (1 hope )) may well paſſe through the needles eye, 
| where theſe their Camels cannot, 295. 
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The Surpleſſe , Croſſe at Baptiſme, and Kneeling 
at Communions, approved. | | 


—_ this is better ſecn in the ates | 


' 


which our pcople do moſt ſtick at; the! 


ceiving'of our Lords Supper, wy 
Of the good uſe of the Surpleſſe amongſt 
us, I have ſaid enough in the third chapter : 
now of our difference from the Papiſts. A- 
mong them the Surpleſſe might not be uſed, 
untill ſome Biſhop or his deputic had ſo- 
lemnly hallowed it with prayers, to defend 
the wearer from the Devils aflaults, and with : 
many croflings , and holy-water ſprinkling : 
which done, no publick at of minifteriall ſer- 
vice might be done without it ( except in the 
Mafle, which required higher geare. ) The 
Maſſe-prieſt,citherwith the Surpleſſe, or with- 
out | 


4 
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| out it ( at his choice ) mutt pat on the Miſfal 


furniture, the Amice, Alb, Tunicte, Stole, and 
rhe reſt: otherwiſe he finnes mortally, Theſe 
things Dr. Burges ſheweth and proveth out 
of their own books, pag. 475,476. 

It is not ſo with us: we ufe the Surplefſe 
onely as a decent diſttative garment, as alſo 
che additions of hoods( ſhewing learned mens 
degrees in the Univerſities ) may afſure us. In 
which uſe, the Divines of reformed Churches 
do allow it, according to the examples of the 
ancient Fathers, Chryſoftom. How, 83.in Matt. 
Hieronymus lib. 1. cont. Pelaz, Of this judge- 
ment 15 Zanchins, De Redempt. cap. 16. Pet. 
Martyr loc. epift. Hooper. fol. 1087.citing Chry- 
ſoſtome and Cyprian. Bullrmger and Gualter Ci- 
ting Theodoret, hi. 2.27. Socr.6.22. Polanus, 
Zepperus , &c, Thus M". Sprint, pag. 88. 


| Melanithon and Benhagins counſelled mint- 


ſters to weare the Surpleff*, rather then with 
fooliſh frowardneſſe to trouble and hinder the 
Church. Concil. Melantth. part. 2. fol. 91, 92. 
Sprint, pag. 129. Bucer wrote that godly men 
mighr uſe theſe garments godly. Marryr calls 
the Surpleſſe a thing indifferent, which makes 
a man neither godly nor wicked. Catvine 
would not have men contend de piles & veHe. 


linea. Beza would not have charches forfa- ! 


: 
i 


ken for Surplefle, Caps, or ſuch orher rhings| 


truely indifferent: to whoſe writing herein; 


fubſcribed Nicolaus Colladonns, Simon Gonlay-, 
M 2 fins, 
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See our 30 
Canon, 


tins, Franciſ. Porta, Henric, Stephanus, and fi- 
nally M*,Cartwright himſelf:Sprint,130.c ſeq. 
Bucer. ſcript. Angl. Cenſura , fol. 458. &c. 
Martyr. loc. com. fob. 1085, 1086, 1127. Calv. 
oi 120. fol, 217. Beza epist, 8, fol. 77. Grin- 
allo, + epiſt. 1 raps 98, 99. 
e 


Of the. Crofle in Baptiſme, our uſe is; 


| i. Lawfull, 2.Safe, 3.Profitable, 4.Neceſlary. 


I. Lawfull, By the judgement of the Pri- 


- | mitive Church, which uſed it, and gloried in 


it, without any thought of ſuperſticion: for 
which cauſe it was retained alſo by the re- 
verend Fathers and great Divines in the dayes 
of King Edward. 6. of which, ſome ſuffered 
baniſhment, ſome death, for the teſtimony of 
the. truth: and ſuch as returned from exile 
in Queen Eliſabeths time, continued the uſe 
of it, You muſt condemne all theſe grave, an- 


| |cient, and late learned Divines, Fathers, Mar- 
|tyrs, if you condemneus:if you abſolve them, 


you abſolve us. 
Adde unto them, The late harmonic of | 


| confeſſions of other reformed Churches, al- 


lowing it, and alſo. the moſt learned particu- 
lar Pxoteſtant Divines : Bacer, who ſaich,-It 
is nec indecens.nec inutile: Beza, who bids, ra- 
ther uſe it, then forſake the miniſterie; and, 
Utantur ipſs, ficut par eſt, libertate ſud. Hemin- 
gius, Adiaphora ſunt: let not ſchiſmes ariſe for 
them. Zanchius, It may be uſed without ſuper- 


| ſtition, yea. with. commendation, and without pe- 
| | rill, 


—— 
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rill, and bindes not the Conſcience, Polanus, It 
was uſed by the Fathers without ſinne: ſo ſaith 
Zepperus, and M-. Perkins, and Goulartius, 
cited by Mr. Sprint, pag. 138. & ſeq. Bucer. 
ſcript. Anglic. cenſup. cap. 12. fol.q 79. Beza quo 
prins fol.g8,100.Heming.Symag.ad 4.leg. deca- 
logi, 33,34-fol. 365.7 comment.in 1.cap. Joan. 
he ſaith, Minime improbo- fignum cructs. Zan- 
chins compend, Relig. loc. 16. de tradit. ecclef. 
fol. 654. Polanus, in Ezech. cap. g. verſ.4. fol: 
258. Zepperde Sacrament.cap.16. fol.357,358s. 
& de polit. eccleſ. lib. 1. cap. 10. fol, 57, 58. 
Mr. Perkins, Problem. tit. Signum crucis, ſet.n, 
2,3. fol. $3, 84. : 

2. Safe: without doubt, as-ir is uſed by our gee our 30 
Church with ſufficient Cautions and Ex- Canon, 
ceptions againſt all Popiſh ſuperſtitions and 9 Th#dly &c 
errours. For, .1. it is no part of the ſubſtance | 


of Baptiſme: but being uſed after the infant 

is fully and perfectly baprized,ir neither addes 

any thing to the vertue and. perfeRtion of Ba- | 

ptiſme , nor being omitted doth detract any 

thing from-the effetof it. And inthis uſe. 

we hold conformitie with the ſafe and ho- | 
nourable Primitive Church, but noconformi- ' 

tie with the later Papiſts : as D*; Burges well 
ſheweth. Our miniſters ( ſaith he ) do not croſſe ' Di. gurges 
themſelves, nor the people, nor fonts, water, Com: , p48: 476. & | 


munion table, cups, or the bread and wine, or an ſ[eq- 
other of Gods ordinances , all which their oriefs 
are bound to, for their-conſtcrationz and without 


oa M 3 | which 
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- which nothing is with them conſecrated or holy. 
We croſſe not the childe before baptiſme, on the 
| forehead, breaſt, or any part (which their prieſss 
| maſt do,to drive away the devill , and to make 
the Sacraments efficacie more eaſy and ſtrong. ) 
fnd afier baptiſme, we croſſe not the infant with 
oy, chriſme, or without , on the crown( as their 
prieſts muſt do, to give them their full Chriften- 
dome, left they die before confirmation.) And at 
confirmation, our Biſhop s not to croſſe the fore- 
head with chriſme, or without ( which in Popery 
ts injoyned 4s an efſentiall part of their Sacra- 
ment of confirmation. ) Thus DF. Burzes there: 
who alſo reciteth manifold abuſes of the 
crolle among the Papilts, pag. 584. & ſeq. 
worthy to be read, but too long to be here 
iaſerted. 

3. Profitable: for as by Baptiſme we re- 
ccive a great blefling , ſo we muſt be minde- 
full to perform a great duty: As the infant by 
Baptiſme is made a member of Chriſt, the 
childe of God, and an inheritour of the king- | 
dome of heaven; that is, a partaker of all be- | 
nefits purchaſed by Chriſt ( adoption, grace, | 
and glory, in their times : ) ſo by being recei- | 
ved into the Church militant for a time, he | 
Matt.10.33, | muſt takeupon him the croſle of Chriſt or | 
Luke 9:23- | hiscrolle, and follow Chriſt, and that dayly: 
of which dutie' to put him in-minde, he is | 
fgncd with the figne of the crofſe upon his 
forchead.,in token that he is to become a faith- | 
full. 


F 
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| fully ro fight under his banner, againſt finne, | 
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full, conſtant and valiant ſouldier of Chriſt, 
and ( as our book ſpeaks ) not be aſhamed to 
conftelle the faith of Chriſt crucified, but man- 


the world, and the devill, &c. | 
This is profitable, not onely to the new- 
baptized, bur to all the aſſembly, to put them 
in minde of their duties promiſed in their ba- 
ptiſme : who can be content to receive bene- 
firs, but are oft forgetfull of their duties. | 
4. Neceſſary: though not tothe effence of See our zo. 
the ſacrament of bapriſme, yer neceſſary ro <2 inthe 
be added to the ſolemnitie of baptiſme,for the 1:8 wank , 
reaſon before-ſaid: Neceffary alſo, and not to here. 
be omitted without finne; becauſe it is com-| 
manded by lawfull authority. And whereas 
the 30 Canon ſaith, By this lawfull ceremonie 
the childe is dedicated to the ſervice of Chriſt; 
It muſt be underſtood onely, Declared to be _ 
dedicated, ſaith Dr. Burges,pag. 476,00. | 
But concerning another point, which De. | 
Burges addeth { Thar, if the infant be in perill 
of death, not likely to live ro make profeſſion 
of Chriſt crucified, our book dire&s us to ha- 
ptize it, but nor to uſe the crofling, 8&c. ] be- 
cauſe haply ſome man might take his meaning 
to be that ovr book forbad the croffing in 
that caſe: I delired our moſt Tearned and judi- 
cious Biſhops judgement of this point(among 


| others ) who moſt fatherly and lovingly wrote | 


me this anſwer, with his own hand. 


I 
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For though 
the word Re- 
cerving £0 
before the 

| Crofling, (as 
the 30 Ca- 
non ſaith ) 
yet they are 
conjoyned. 


Oeccum. Twy 
& TW Ga 
TFliouan 
vojptyoy' mox 
2 baptiſmo, 
initio Eccle- 
ft, ob perſe- 


CHELOBED:» 


, I. do conceive, that unleſſe it be certified, in 


| receive this childe into the congregation of 


| oper» 4 gap to palliate inconformity , by cauſing 


| perſecutions of thoſe times. 


this particular caſe,that the childe was formerly 
admitted into Chrifts congregation , and ſigned 
with the ſigne of the Croſſe there is no warrant 
in the Liturgie to-omit that ſigne, I certific you 
that all is well done— and that this childe 
is received into the number of the children | 
of God— Howts he received, but by that form 
of receiving expreſſed in Publike baptiſme, We 


Chriſts flock, and do figne him, &c. Theother 
interpretation and inference of D*. Burges would 


the midwives , or ſome one elſe to be medling | 
with every inconformable mans childe, and (0 
draw it to this caſe of Private baptiſme, to avoid 
the ſrening of it with the ſigne of the Croſſe, 


| Jonun Lincorn, 


In the Primitive Church alſo, laying on of 
hands was uſed preſently upon the baptized, 
to confirm and ſtrengthen them againſt the 


Concerning kneeling at the receiving of the 
holy Communion, We finde that kneeling, bow- 
ing the body, or falling on their faces in moſt 
reverent ſort was uſed by Gods people upon 
any fſigne of Gods preſence or grace exhibi- 
ted unto them : as, 2. Chron. 7. 3. When the 
children of 1ſrael ſaw how the fire came down,and | 
the glory of the Lord upon the houſe, they bowed | 
| themſelves 


ht. td 


_ | faces; If any manthink this was lawfull one- 


| [cabello pedum ejus:and by Tremelius and Jnni- 
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themſelves with their faces to the ground upon | 
the pavement”, and worſhipped, and praiſed the 
Lord, ſaying , For he is good, and his mercy -en- 


verſ. the laſt. And there came a fire from be- 
fore the Lord, and conſumed upon the Altar the 
burnt -offering and the fat : which when all 
the- people ſaw , they ſhouted, and fell on their 


ly at the extragrdinary or miraculous tokens 
of Gods preſence; let him conſider theſe or- 
dinarics. Pſalme 132. 7. We will go into his ta- 


#s come before his preſence ( ante faciem ejus, 


bernacles, we will worfhip at his footſtool. The 
Hebrew texr of this is tranflated verbatim by 
Pagnine & Montanus, thus, Incurvabims nes 


us, Incurvamns nos [ honorem exhibentes Jante 
ſcabellum pedum ejus : and Pſal. 99.5. Exalt 
ye the Lord our God, and worſhip at his footſtool: 
for he is holy ( margent, Or, 1t is holy) Pagnine 
and Montan, Incurvate vos ſcabello pedum ejus, 
Tremelius, Ad ſcabellum pedum 'ejus. Gods 
people worſhipped not the footſtool, but God 
at or before his footſtool: as, Plal.95.2. Let 


Tremel. ) 6. Let us worſhip and bowe down: let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker; to wit, in 
his Temple, or before his Temple, as did Ezra 
(Ezra 10. 1. )When Ezra had prayed, confeſſed, 
wept, and caſt himſelf down before the houſe of 


aureth for ever, The like we reade Levir. 9. | 


God, ( Pagnine, Cum concidiſſet coram domo 
Det: © 


—_— 


a 
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Dei- Montan. Procidens ad facies domis Dei: 
| [Tremel. Projternens ſe arte domum Dei. ) He 
worſhipped not the houſe of God, but the 
God of that houſe. Why may not, why 
ſhould not we do the like at the receiving of : 
thele holy myſteries, without idolatrie,or any 
breach of the ſecond commandment? | 
Proteſtants, that do not hold a tranſubſtan-_ 


ward elements into the ſubſtance of the very | 
body and bloud of our Saviour, nced not, or | 
cannot in reaſon think that our kneeling at the | 
receiving thereof is a worſhipping of the 
creature: yet becauſe they verily belceve and | 
know that theſe are Sacraments and ſeals un- | 
to-us, ordained by Chriſt to fignitie and re- | 
preſent unto us the breaking of his body and | 
ſhedding of his bloud for our redemption; | 
and more, to. confirm and deliver unto us the | 
aſſurance of our ſalvation purchaſed by him; | 
8& alſo to convey it unto us,as by certain con- 
duit-pipes, by his power, wiſdome, and mer- 
cy, ordained the ineſtimable benefits of his 
| death and paſhon: in regard of this incom- 
| parable uſe and benefic, we cannot receive 
| them with roo much humility, reverencc,and 
| thankfulneſle. 

Therefore kneeling at the Communion hath 
been uſed and allowed by the moſt excellcnt 
Sprint, 142, | Divines of reformed Churches, 

&c. Calvixzealloweth it in Orthodox profeſſours, | 


Epiſt, 292. fol,479. __ Beza 


tiation, or turning ofthe ſubſtance of the out- | | 


A 
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Beza epiſt, 12. pag. 100. edit. Geneve 1575, | 
Geniculatio denique ( ſaith he ) dum ſymbola ac- | 
cipiuntur, ſpeciem quidew habet pie ac Chriſtia. . 
p4 venerationis, ac proinde olim potuit cum fru. 
cu uſwpari: (here is a-conteſſion of the an- 
tiquitic of kneeling, and the pious and profi. 
rable uſe thereof but becauſe after that the EY 
new doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation was 
brought into the Church, and thereupon the. | 
worſhipping of the elements, as if they were 
God himſelf, he thinks it was well done to 
take it away : but he addeth, 1nterea tamen cum 
iſta per ſe xon ſit idololatrica,idem deillis quod de 
proxime pracedentibus ſemtimus; to wit, they 
are tolerable, and may be profitably uſcd. | 

Bucer, epiſt.ad Joan. Alaſc. ſaith, Sacraments 
may be diſtributed to men kneeling or ſtanding, 
and as well in the Church, and in the morning, 
and to women as well as men; though our Lord ce- 
lebrated it in a chamber, in the evening, axd to 
men onely. The ſubſtance remaining entirc, ſuch 
circumſtances may be changed, | | 

Peter Martyr, Loc. com. claſs. 2. loc. 4. page ; 
232. cdit, Lon&1.1576. teacheth that kings as | 
kings ſhould have care that ſound doctrine 
and decent ceremonics be maintained-: and 
addeth, Nb intereſt ſi cane Dominice ſacra-| 
mentum ſl antes , aut ſedentes, aut genibss flexis | 
percipiamus, mode inſtiturum Domini conſerve- | 
tur, occaſio ſuperſtitionis precidatuy. And, In 
defenſe. ad Gardiner. de Euchariſt.part.1.0bjeft.1. 

Ny 


I Ln ethnad 
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_ | fob. 5. he faith, If ones minde be applied, not to 


the elements, but to the thing ſignified; adora- 

tion may lawfully be interpoſed, &c. 
Urſinus agreeth with Martyr : as he pro- 
feſleth, Exercitat. part. 2. fol. $35. ad fol, 

840. | 

Zanchius, Tom. 4. lib. 1.cap.17. Theſ. 10. de 
idololatria, pag. 531. The. decima. Ut pie facit 
qui honore aliquo & reverentia afficit ſacramen- 
ta: fic idolulatriam admittit, qui ea adorat & c0- 
lit. The firſt part, that ſome honour and re- 
yerence is due tothe ſacraments, he proverth 
r. by Saint Pauls words, Worthily, & not di- 
ſcerning the Lords body (1. Cor. 11.29.) trom 
common and ordinary meat and drink: there 
| ought to be worthineſle, principally in the 
minde, and reverence in the outward geſture 
of the body: and- 2. by the common conſent 
and cuſtome of all men, who come barehead- 
ed, &c. and 3. by example of mens reverence 
ro the word of God preached and read; which 
though it be not worſhipped, yer is co be 
handled and heard reverently, as the word of 
God, and not of men. The ſecond part, 
That adoration and worſhip is not to be gi- 
ven to the bread and wine, becauſe they be 
ſill creatures, and therefore may not have 
that honour which is onely due to the Crea- 
| tour : which he explicareth, that invocation 
and prayer for pardon of our finnes, may not 
be made to them, for that is a worſhip proper 
to 


—— 


+. 


| 
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pe 


to God. Such kinde of worthip to the bread 
and wine ( as if they were Chriſt himſelf) in 
cheir elevations and circumgeſtations, Zanchi. 
5 condemneth as idolatrie: and ſo do we. 
Zepperns de ſacramentis cap.13.fol. 321,322. 
'teacheth that we are not bound in the new 
Teſtament ro the circumſtances of the time, 
place, ſiteor poſition of body,( ſuch as Chriſt 
uſed when he firſt ordained the Sacrament ) 


but may enjoy our Chriſtian liberty inaltering 
them. Again, Polit. Eccleſelib.r.cap.r1.fol.76. 
he ſaith, Theſe circumſtances may by our Chri- 
ſtian liberty be differently appointed and o6- 
ſerved. 

The Low-countrey Churches, thus, 7» the 
adminiſtration of the Lords ſupper , let every 
Church impoſe or uſe ſuch Ceremonies as they 
ſhall judge moſt expedient, &c. Ex Attis Syno- 


datibus general. inferior. Germ, Middleburg. 
anno 1581. Can.qs. Sculting. Anachryſ. Hie- 
rarch,lib.g. 

The Bohemians receive this Sacrament, 7» 
genua procumbentes, kneeling on their knees. 
Harm, confeſſ. $. 14. Bohem. fol.120. 

Saravia contra Bezam, defenſ.cap.25.fol.582., 
583. and Luther in Gen. 47. allow this cere- 
mony of kneeling. TOUT 


Sprint ,146. 


vas; 


I47. 
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Sprint, page. 
1.70, 


Bea epiſt8 . 
fol. T3*; 


Barges 418. 


| WEAre A white linen garment. Zanchius de 


i CHAP. VII: 


| 


Our Ceremonies are commendable for their anci-. 


ent and profitable uſe. | 


CIS Ceremonies. ( now queſtioned ) are 
7ancient and of good uſe: as that in mini-. 
ſtring the Sacraments, the miniſters ſhould 


Redempt. cap. 16. fol. 445. who citeth S. Hie- | 
rom- contra Pelag. lib. 1. See before, chap. 6.. 
See alſo our 30. Canon; that in baptiſme they | 
ſhould-ſigae the-baptized with the ſigne of 


. , . . | 
the Croſle, which figning Beza ſaith is vers. | 


fifima, and ſo for knecling at the Communi-. 
| 0n,that it hatha ſhew of godlineſſc and Chri> 
| ſhan-reverence, and was uſed cum fruits. Beza: 
| epiſh.8.fol.r00.. 

The rites and- ceremonies of: Rome .were 
not all of one ſuit: Thoſe of her virginitte 
had ſome uſe, though after her fornication 
profticuted ro abuſe : others were originally 
| begotten of her body polluted, and ſo ſome- 
are in themſelves, and'in the fimpleſt .uſe of 
them, unlawfyll; as the images of the God-. 
head, half-communions, &c. others ſuch as in 
themſelves were( ſometimes)lawfully.uſed;as 
of indifferent nature:and ſuch are ours now in 


queſtion, as Beza confefſeth, ep;ff, 8. Where 
Sinne and Ceremonie are infeparably woven 


together, we muſt ſeparate from both, even 
from 


BY Us 
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from the ccremonie. for the ſinnes ſake, and 
break the veſſel that cannot. be cleanſed; 
but in acceſlary pollution ſeparable, cleanſe 
away the pollution, and preſerve the veſlel. 
So the ancient ceremonies which were pure 
among the Fathers, but by. tract of time ga- 
rhered pollution among the Papiſts, may yet 
by waſhing and cleanſing. be reſtored to} 
their ancicat ſweerneſſe, and. uſed withaut; 


{tane. | 

The ancient Fathers and Churches hadal- DF. Burges 
wayes ſome univerſall ceremonies,” which'! 77s *2*& 
were not appointed in Scripture( as the feaſts 
| of Chriſts-Nativitie, ReſurreQion, Aſcenſion, |. 
| Pentecoſt, &c.) Zanchins Tract.de Sacra: ſert- 
' ptura, pag. 279. And theſe cuſtomes were uni- 
verſall through the whole Church (though! 
| there was for a time ſome difference in the 
time, yet none in the fitneſſe of the things )| 
and theſe have-continued to this day.: if fome 
pollution have beſported them, ſhall we nor 
cleanſe it awayy-and frame our ſ{elves-to-the 
ancient cuſtomer. Is the cuſtome of the whole} 
Church deſpicable 2.'. of which S. Paul- faith 
| (1. Cor.11,16.") We have no ſuch cuſtome,nei- 
| ther the Churches of God. And again, Came the| 
| Goſpell from you? or came it to you alone? Who | 

is he. that dares thas to.cenſure the univerſall 
militant Church? Auguſtine: (epsf. 118%) | 
ſaith, 1nſoleptiſSime inſane eſt, exiitimare non 
recte fieri, quod ab univerſa Ecclejia fit and he | 
| N 3 ſaith: 


— 
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Burges 458- 


. 


—— 


Surely we hold iran honour co our Church, 


ſaith (16idem) that univerſall obſervations not 
being writrea in Scripture, muſt be underſtood 
to be commanded and ordained by generall | 
Councels, or cle ro come trom the Apoſtles. 


that we are come as. neare. the Primitive 
Church, as we well could. So faich Biſhop | 
Jewel, Defence of the Apology , pag. 27, 28. 
And inthe Preface before our book of Com- 
mon prayer, is this Profeſſion, Tow here have 
an order for prayer ( as touching the readihg of 
'the holy Scriptures) much agreeable to the minde | 
and purpoſe of the old Fathers. And of Cere- 
monies , (b:4.) If ſome be offended , for that 
ſome of the old Ceremonies are retained ſtill: if 
they conſider,that witholt ſome Ceremonies it is 
not poſsible to keep any order, or quiet diſcipline 
in the Charch, they fhatl eaſily perceive juſt cauſe 
to reform their judgement + and if they. think 
mnch thas any of the old remuin, ani -wonld ra- 
ther have all deviſed new; then ſuch mtn' erant- 
ing ſome Ceremonies convenient to be had, ſure- 
ly where the old may be well uſed, there they can. 
not reaſonably reprove the old onely for theirage, 
without bewyaying rheir own folly © for inſuch a | 
caſe, they ought rather to have reverence unto 
' them for their antiquity , if they will declare | 
themſelves more ſiudions of anitie and concord. 
then of innovations and newfanglene(ſe: mhich(as | 
much as may be with true ſetting forth of Chriſts| 


religion )is alwayes to'be eſchewed. 


| Chap. 7. Concerning Ceremonies, "0 Wh 


Ee ntBnarnn yeh pon _ 


The writers againſt our ceremonies, cannot 
deny that the Farhers pradtifed' them* bur 
they did it (ſay they) without examining 
their lawfulneſſe or unlawfulneſle, as men bu- 
fied in thoſe hard times of perſecution about 
mote ſubſtantiall matters of religion, and not 
having time and leiſure to look into theſe in- 
feriour things. Thus the nameleſſe replier(up- | >*© Burges 
on Biſhop Mortons Defence, cap. 3. fet#.29.) | \g%;,* * 
ſhifts and ſhufffles off the ancient Fathers. But 
r. This is a poore evaſion, and abuling'of the 
Fathers, as if they ſaid, The whole Church 
of Chriſt, even in the dayes of moſt pure 
zeal and frequent martyrdome, was fo whol- 
ly flack or blinde, that they continued by 
joint conſent , in the uſe of unlawfult obfer- 
vations, without ſearching or knowing 'whe- 
ther they were lawfull or not. 2. It is a vain 
evaſton, becauſe ſtill in the bettcr and calmer 
times of the Church, { when there was Ici- 
ſure and time enough ro examine them) the 
ſame Ceremonies continued conſtantly, and 
generally practiſed. 3. It is a confeſſion plain 
enough, thar the ancient Fathers are 'in this 
point fully againſt them. And as they elude 
che Fathers , ſo alſo the late Proteſtant Di- 
vines. When wealledge Zuther, Calvine, Me- 
lanithon, Beza, Bucer , Murtyr, Zanchias; and 
ſuch other zealous champions as God raiſed 
up againſt the purple harlot ; or the bleſſed 


Martyrs of our own nation ( Raley, Cranmer, 
Hooper, | 
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Hooper, Latimer, &c.) who gave their lives 
in oppoſition to Antichriſt, and were themen | 
thar gave- catertainment to theſe very Cerc- 
Burges 387. | MOnIes: Their anſwer is, Either their mean- 
ing is miſtaken; or elſe, They ſhewed them- 
ſelves to be but men {as if the Non-confor- 
miſts were more then men; ) or, There is va- 
| rietie in ſome of them touching this poiar; or, 
Sometime they waver in their words; or, for- 
| ſooth, Some of them wrote in the dawning of | 
' the day: Others lived in England , as Bucey, | 
Martyr; Chemnitizs was a Lutheran, Zanchins 
of a timorous diſpoſition; or, They were not | 
well informed: and ſuch other geare: Wherc- | 
by all men may ſee that theſe grave Divines | 
were not of their judgement. But they had 
rather caſt dirt in the faces of the Lords wor- 
thies, then confeſle any miſtaking in them- 
ſelves. 
| So thatto diſſwade theſe indifferent things, 
as unlawfull, pernicious, or evil, is bitterly 
to tax, diſgrace, and condemne all the ancient 
Churches primitive, and the grave Fathers 
' thereof, yea the univerſall Church of Chriſt 
'not onely in thoſe times, but in the afcer- 
; times, and all rhe reformed Churches in theſe 
! laſt times; and to appropraate all true know- 
[ledge finceritie, and godlinefſſe onely to the 
! Non-conformilſts of this onely age and coun- 
rey. 


] ” CHAP. 


| 
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CHAP. VIS 
Our Ceremonies impoſed by lawfull authoritie , 
may not be omitted without ſinne. 
þ ow former objections being anſwered, 
4 and our Ceremonies cleared to be lawfull 
both by the late judicious Divines, and alſo 
by the Fathers and cuſtomes of the ancient 
Church; Behold now the Neceſfitie of Subje- 
&10n to them, being impoſed by Lawfull au- 
thoritie, For things in themſelves indifferent 
do-ina ſort alter their nature, when by law- 
full authoritie they be commanded or for- 
bidden: for then, being commanded, they may 


not be omitted; & being forbidden, they may | 


not be done. Beza epiſt. 24. fol.142,143.numero 
6, 7. So laithalſo our 3o Canon, in the end. | 
B. Mortonſheweth, that although Ceremo- 
nies be humane 2» hyporheſs. ( in particular 
choice of ſome rather then of other) yertthey 


are Divine 7z theſ;( by the generall appoint- | 


ment or permiſſion of God, ſaying, Let all 
things be done decently, andin order, toedifying, 
r.Cor.14.40,26.)B. Moytons generall Defence, 
c.1.ſect.22.And M*.Cartwright ſaith,of lawfull 
ordinances, that God commanadeth them by the 
Church, And we are ſo farre bound in Conſcience 
to obey them, as that we cannot neglect them with- 
out ſin, ſaith Beza, ep.24. So teacheth alſo Cal- 


| 


vine, Bullinger, Melanethon, Zanchins, Urſinus,al- 
ledged by Dr. Burges, Anſwer p.276. Yea(faith | 
Beza) whoſoever in the Church of God ( be they | 

O few | 
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| few or many ) do pertinaciouſly and tumultuouſly 
oppoſe themſelves againſt Yhe miniſters of the 
Conſiſtorie, and will not obey them in things not 
contrary to the word of God, they are of all men 
| | moſt juſtly to be accounted and cenſured as ma- 
| | pifeſt enemies tothe non 19 pry peace 
j they trouble, Beza, epiit. 24..p47.149. There- 
| fore D*, Barees faith, ( pag.230.) What Church 
& there, that doth not ee the diſturbers of her 
preblick peace more ſeverely, then ſome other 
frnnes, which in their own watures fimply con{i- 
dered are wato God more offenſive? For what is 
this but an enervation or diſfolution of good 
laws and government? Thercfore let no ſuch 
| man complain of the magiſtrates ſeveririe, 
when the fault is in himſelf. Cradclem medi-) 
| cum intemperans ger facit. And let no man 
| pretend Offence either of the people, or of 
his own perſon, for altering his judgement 
and courſes. . | 
Of offence. For, 1. All the offence that people 
: take, grew from the errour and indiſ{creti- 
on of ſome preachers declaiming ſo car- 
neſtly againſt our Ceremonies: which of- 
fence the preachers again may take away or 
prevent, if they will be as carne(t and dili- 
gent to inform their peoples Conſcience 
| aright, about the purpoſe, uſe, and end of 
our Ceremonies, as they have been to leade | 
them into errour and miſlike of them, as Beza | 
| ſaith, epiff. 12.47.99. | 
/{ I 
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The people alſo, which have been led by 
the reverence they bare to their paſtours, 
to embrace whatſoever they taught, with- 
out examination, I wiſh them ( with the Be- 


whether thoſe things be ſo, and to prove all 
things, and hold fait that which is good, 1.Theſ, 
5.21. Ordinarie men in cating an apple, will 
cut out the rotten, the worm, and the core, 
and cat the good onely; and ſpying a ſpi- 
der,or any filth ina glaſle of wine, will take it 
out,and not ſwallow down all together with- 
out diſcretion. When we ſee a heap of gold- 
filings mingled with duſt, let us cull out 
the gold, and leave the duſt; and neitherthink 
all is gold, nor all duſt, nor ſcorn the gold 
becauſe of the duſt mixed with it, nor eſteem 
the duſt becauſe of the gold,but ſeparate them 
with good diſcretion. Learning, zeal, 8 pain- 


—— 


it: but if any duſt of erroneous opinions be 
mixed with it, take not that for gold allo. 
oves eftis, ſed rationales (ſaith Saint Chry- 
ſoſtome ) You ſay you are ſheep, and muſt 
be guided by your ſhepherds: yet you are 


when they drive you into bogs or briers. 


| 12.) ſee throuzh a glaſſe darkly, and know but 
| in part: and ncither they nor you muſt think 
| too highly of them, bur ſoberly , according 


O 2 as 


reans, Acts 17. 11.) to ſearch the Scriptures 


fulneſle, is gold in the preachers; embrace | 


ſheep endued with reaſon, and may perceive | 


Preachers ( yea Saint Paul himſelf, r. Cor.13s| 
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| 45 God hath given toevery man his different mea- 
ſure, Rom. 12. 3,6. 

2. We muſt know alſo that the Scriptures 
which teach us not to offend our brethren ' 
(as 1. Cor. 8.9. 12, 13. and 10.28. and Rom. | 
14+ 15,16, 21.) do ſpeak of things in-our 
own power, to do, or not to doz and not of 
| things commanded by the Magiſtrate, whom. 
we muſt obey both for fear of puniſhment, | 
and alſo for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 13.4.,5. And 
thus DF. Saravia reſolves; Scandall of the weak 
cannot take place againſt a publick law, towhich 
ſubjeits muFft ſubmit. Saravia Defenſe diverſ. 
grad.miniſtr.cap.25.f91.58 1. If it be afault, it 
is certainly a leſſer fault ro oftend ſome igno- 
rant people, then to offend the governours: ' 
for that is onely againſt Charitie, this againſt 
Charitie and Dutie, or Juſtice; an exemplary 
diſobedience tending to the diſſolution of go- 

vernment. 

3- When we perform obedience to magi- 
ſtracte commanding things in their own na- 
ture indifferent, no man ought to take of- 
fence at us : if he do, the finne is his, and not 
ours. It is Scandalum acceptum, non datum; 
and he muſt be better raught. Sce for this 
two notable diſcourſes of Ceremonies or tra- 
ditions and ſcandall, in Zanchius, tomo 8. 
pag. 814.6 ſeq. edit. Samorneti, 1605. 

This neceſſity of ſubjetion, our judicious 
12 and martyrs in Queen Maries time, did 

| very * 
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very well know, practiſe, and perſwade; te- 
ſtifying thereby alſo their good opinion of 
our Church ſervice and ceremonies. Cranmer 
proteſted( if the Queen would give him leave) 
that he with Petcr Martyr and foure or five 
others would prove our Common prayers; 
Sacraments, and Ceremonies, lately ſer forth 
by King Edward 6. to be more pure and 


according to Gods word, then any that had 


been in England theſe thouſand _ be- 
fore. Ads and Mon, fol. 1465. Biſhop Ridley 


and Grizdall judged that nothing could be 
diſproved in them by the word of God. As 
and Mon. D*. Taylor ſaid, no Chriſtian con-' 
ſcience could be offended with any thing 
therein. Ads and Mon. fol, 1521. 

At Frankford , when ſome cxiles difliked 
them, other moſt reverend perſons ſtood 
ſtrongly for them, as Thomas Leaver, John; 
Jewel, John Mullins, John Parkhurſt, Laurence 
Humfrey, James Pilkington, Alexander Nowell, 
James Haddon, Edwin Sands, Edmund Grinaall, 
&c. all worthy men, Biſhops, Deans, Do- 
cours, or Martyrs afterwards: ſealing the 
truth they held, with danger, exile, and loſle 
of their lives. See the diſcourſe of the trou- | 
bles at Frankford, fol. 16.23, 19. Their di- 
verſity of opinions cauſed them alſo to ſeek 
the judgements of .other Churches and 
teachers, as Calvine, Beza, Bullinger, fol. 25. 


199. Alſo Robert Horn, Thomas Leaver, -—_ 
oz Mullins, 


L 
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, Mullins, Thomas Bentham, William Cole, John 
Parkhurſt, Laurence Humfrey, &c, were fully 
determined to uſe no other order or cere- 
monies then thoſe aforeſaid of King Edward. 
Diſcour|. fol. 16, 223. And James Haddon, Ed- 
win Sands, Edmund Grindall, Chriſtepher 
Goodman, confidently brought the ſame rites 
into the Engliſh Church there, fol. 22, 23. 
| They alſo at Frankford wrote unto the like 
Exiles at Zarick, perſwading them to ſtand 
to the death for defence of the ſame Cere- 
monies : and M-. Fox was one of the 17. that 
ſubſcribed to the letter. 

Adde unto theſe, thoſe other worthies, 
that in more peaceable times ſtuck at our 
Ceremonies for a time: yet in time,upon bet- 
ter conſideration, conformed themſelves, and 
uſed them. Biſhop Hooper preached and wrote 
carneſtly againſt them, chiefly againſt Epil- 
copall garments and Surpleſles, and was im- 
priſoned for it, for a ſeaſon : but his reaſons 
were anſwered, and himſelf perſwaded by 
Bucer, Martyr, and Calvine , to conform : ſo 
that afterwards he did weare the ornaments, 
and preached before the King in the Biſhops 
robes. Calvin. epiit, 120. fol.217.Bucer,Script. 
Anzlican. fol. 705. de re veitiar. Hooper. Pet. 
M art. loc. com.ad finem inter epiſtolas, fol. 1085. 
M-. Greexham proteſted he would obſerve. 
them, it they were enjoyned him. M-. Dear- 
inz uſed them. Biſhop Jewel, DF, Whitakers, 
Dr, Fulk, 
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D-. Fulk, conformed: ſo did D*. Humfrey 
after long ſtanding out; as alſo D*. Raynolds, 
D-. Spark, Dr. Chaloner, D*. Ayry, D*. Chader- 
ton, M*. Knewſtubs ; and very ſtudiouſly per- 
ſwaded others to do the like : as did alſo Mr, 
Sprint, and DF. Burges, having throughly exa- 
mined all the reaſons pro & contra, and many | 
other godly learned men, too long here to be 
reckoned. And if any refuſe them ſtill , be- 
cauſe they think it a diſgrace to their perſons 
or miniſtery to alter their mindes and cour- 
ſes, having never yer uſed them , but rather 
ſpoken and preached againſt them : I wiſh 
them to conſider well, and follow the exam- 

ples of theſe aforenamed worthy men. | 
| Bur if theſe worthies of later times benot 
ſufficient, let us ſet before our eyes that an- 
cient glorious light of Gods Church Saint 
Aupiing, who in his age wrote and publiſh- 
ed ro the world two books of RetratFations, 
wherein he acknowledged and corrected the 
errours which he had committed in his for- 
mer books. Theſe books ſhewed that he re- 
ligiouſly preferred Gods honour and the 
Churches good before his own credit; and 
that he laboured both by good report and 
ill report to brinz men to the truth , and 
ſoughr ( with Saint Paul, 1. Cor. 10. 33. ) nt 
bis own profit, but the profit of many, that they 
might be ſaved: which turned to the great 


commendation of his ingenuitie and finceri- 
tie. | 1; 
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| countrey miniſters and other ſubjects , but | 


tie. And it may teachall men toacknowledge 
with him, that fince the Apoſtles times, the 
knowledge of Gods miniſters comes not unto 
them by ſudden revelation or infuſion from 
God immediately, or all at once; but by ſuc-| 
ceflion and degrees, by labour, ſtudy, ſcarch, | 
conference, and contention with the errone- | 
ous. By which means Saint Auguſtine pro- 
fited in knowledge more and more to his 
lives end; as Saint Peter -exhorteth all men | 
to do, in his laſt words of his laſt chapter of 
his laſt epiſtle. And therefore to profeſle our | 
profiting in knowledge, ought to be no ſhame | 
unto us : and to confeſle our ſlips or errours | 
even publickly , to reduce men to the know- | 
ledge of ſome neceſlary truth, ſhews our cha- | 
ritie to them, our piety to God, and the ſin-. 
ccritie of our own hearts. | 
Laſtly, that I may ſpeak generally to all | 


chiefly tothe younger & ruder ſort, I ſay, We 
inferiour people may well think our Princes 
have reaſons to do what they do, though we 
comprehend them not: For we live as.it were | 
in low valleys and plains, and ſee not far abonr ; 
us: but Princes ſit as on tops of hills, and ſee 
both into former ages, what was done then;zand | 
into forrcin countreys, what is done now,how | 
all things are and have been carried, with the 
reaſons, circumſtances, and events of all: aſ- 
fiſted alſo with the advice and judgemeat of 

the 
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other choiſeſt counſellours of greateſt expe- 
reſpe to former ages, and the preſent ſtate 


fitteſt for their times and. countreys: which 
we countrey people ſhould not raſhly cen- 
ſure, but willingly ſubmirunto,thinking hum- 
bly of our ſelves, and reverently of their 
wiſdomes. Farre be from us that ridiculous 
fable (recited by Plutarch in the life of Agw 
and Cleomenes) of the ſerpents tail , that 
would needs -leade the body another while, 
as if the head had already 'led it too long: 
but the tail wanting eyes and brains, led the 
head and body into dangerous places, and 
mangled them all to pieces : or that cenſure 
of Tully in his book De ſexedtute : To the 
queſtion, Cedo, qui veftram Rempub. tantam 
amiſiſtis tam cito ? The anſwer was, Provenie. 
bant Oratores novi, ftulti,adoleſcentuli, 

We ſhould think alſo ſeriouſly of that Me. 
dicall and Politicall rule, O7mns mutatio peri- 
culoſa: which S. Auguſtine applies to Church 
ceremonies; Where lawfull cuſtomes are ſet- 
led ( faith he ) though ſome other more pro- 
fitable perchance might be found out, yet 
Ipſa mutatis conſuttudins , ttiam que adjuvas 
utilitate , novitate perturbat. The very change 
of ſetled cuſtomes, though it help with ſome 
commodity, yet will it _ hurt with the no- 

Vitie. 


the graveſt, wiſeſt, learnedeſt Divines, and | 
rience : by whoſe grave counſels, with due | 


of neighbour nations, they ſet down orders ' 
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| vitie. Which occalioned the Zocrives cuſtome, 
that whoſoever would bring in a new law 
among(t them, ſhould come and declare it 
to the aſſembly, with a halter about his neck; 
that if ir were not approved good for the 
Common-wealth, he might preſently be 
hanged, for his defixe of innovation. To 
which purpoſe our late gracious Soveraigne 
King James( in his proclamation prefixed be- 
fore the book of Common prayer )hath theſe 
wards, Neither are we ignorant of the inconve- 
niences that do ariſe in government by admitting 
innovation in things once ſetled by mature deli- 
bexation; and how neceſſary it is to uſe conſtan- 
cy in upholding the publick determinations of 
[tates: for ſuch is the unquictueſſe aud. unſted- 
 faſtneſſe of ſome diſpoſitions affetting every yeare 
new forms of things, as if they ſhould be followed | 
in their unconſtancie , woilld make all attions of 
States ridiculous and contemptible; whereas 
the ſledfaſt maintaining of things by good 
advice eſtabliſhed, is the weal of all 
| Common-wealths. 


